1.  Are all burrow conditions the same?  Are there temperature, humidity,

and location differences that may influence juvenile development?  What

about the number of young in a burrow, could this affect thermoregulation? 

Of course

3.  I would like to have read what you expect to gain from your 7 species

comparison in the introduction.  I assume you believe the larer squirrels

will have slower development, but this will be confounded by whether they

hibernate or not.  It wasn't clea r. 

4.  What causes the variation in body condition?  Is it genetic?  How is

body condition separated from environmental conditions?  I think you study

can do this, because the environmental conditions are the same for every

animal. 

5.  Several years ago, a student of Ken held several gravid females in

captivity.  The females ate so many of the offspring, she could not carry

out her study.  The behavior of your Alpine marmots did not surprise me. 

